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INTRODUCTION

Relevance and studying degree of the research issue. The
dissertation entitled “Literary issues in the newspaper “Irshad” deals with
the research of the newspaper “Irshad”, having exceptional place and
merits in the 20" century Azerbaijani literature, history of media and in
public opinion. The comprehensive and profound study of each people’s
history, its social and political, as well as social life, literature and culture
requires at the same time to involve its media to the extensive research.
Because, the articles published in the pages of the press bring to life the
chronicles of that period. The fact is that the national-enlightenment
thoughts, opinions, goals and aspirations of progressive intellectuals
about the past, present and future of their country and people are reflected
in newspapers and magazines. From this standpoint, the newspaper
“Irshad” is of great importance to study the socio-political, socio-
economic and the cultural environment existed in the last century
genuinely and its involvement to the extensive research become topical.
The samples of poetry and prose, literary and journalistic articles
regularly published in this newspaper are important not only for the study
of one press organ, but also for the study of Azerbaijani literary thought,
which was formed in the early twentieth century.

The articles published in the newspaper “Irshad” are as diverse in
terms of literary genre, as well as in a wide range of topics. The common
denominator that unites these writings is that each of them replicates
anxiety, concern for the future of the nation, as well as feelings of
patriotism and intolerance. The analyses made in this direction suggest
that this is not inadvertent. Because, most of the authors of the newspaper
“Irshad” were great figures of the twentieth century Azerbaijani
intelligentsia, literary thought and great patriots. Ahmad bey Agaoglu and
other prominent personalities he gathered around this newspaper, talented
pen owners, i.e. Uzeyir Hajibeyli, Mohammad Amin Rasulzade, Hashim
bey Vazirov, Nariman Narimanov, Omar Faig Nemanzade, Abdulla Sur,
Sultan Majid Ganizade, Sultan Majid Efendiyev, lbrahim Tahir
Musayev, Firudin bey Kocharli, Mohammad Hadi, Mirza Alakbar Sabir,
Suleyman Sani Akhundov, Huseyn Javid Rasizade, Ahmad Munir
Ibrahimov, Hasan bey Agayev, Molla Mahmud Chakar Nakhchivani,



Hasan Sabri Ayvazov, Seyid Huseyn Sadig, Mohammad Sadig
Akhundov, Mammad Said Ordubadi, Haji lbrahim Gasimov, Aligulu
Gamkusar, Ali bey Huseynzade, Karbalai Mohammad Haji Agazade
Said, Farhad Agazade, Gara bey Garabayov, Akhund Yusif Talibzade
and others played an important role in the activities of the newspaper
“Irshad” and put their worthy-while autographs to the history of the
Azerbaijani press.

By studying in detail the activities of this newspaper and its authors,
their impact on our socio-political environment and worldview through
the newspaper “Irshad”, their contribution to the development of our
culture and literature, it is possible in general to study in more depth the
existing historical conditions, political and social climate, literary,
cultural, socio-economic situation in the first years of the twentieth
century and draw conclusions.

The newspaper “Irshad” has laid the foundation of a great tradition
in the history of the Azerbaijani press, a new literary school. The
newspaper began to operate in very problematic conditions, was
subjected to financial difficulties and attacks at various levels. In such
conditions, the authors of the newspaper “Irshad” did not get tire of
serving the nation, and managed to set an example for both
contemporaries and the next generation of journalists. Their activity in
the newspaper is only a part of their unsurpassed services in protecting
the rights of the native people and defining their national identity. Many
of the articles submitted for publication by each of these intellectuals,
both in “Irshad” and in other media bodies, deserve to be studied as
serious and courageous examples of our literature, literary criticism, as
well as journalism.

The dissertation also takes into account the fact that although some
of the owners of these pens were ignored for various reasons, many of
them were the subject of scientific research on their lives and work during
the Soviet era. However, the activities of most of these writers and poets
in “Irshad”” have not been studied.

Analyzes show that while for many years some media outlets have
been repeatedly researched and numerous scientific works have been
written about them, some of them have either not been mentioned or
“remembered” in terms of criticism, and scientific objectivity has not



been expected in their activities. The dissertation focuses on the
newspaper “Irshad”, which is one of them, and the reasons for its neglect
are examined in the foreground. It has been determined and substantiated
that this newspaper has been out of the scope of scientific research for
many years, its activities are mentioned only lightly in some works and
scientific articles of individual researchers, and the issue is approached in
accordance with the political and ideological requirements of their time.
Under the influence of Soviet ideology, the newspaper “Irshad” was
called a reactionary bourgeois press, and its editor-in-chief and individual
employees were defamed as pan-Turkists and pan-Islamists. The idea that
“Agaoglu was poisoned by the pan-Islamist and pan-Turkist ideology and
could not find the strength to get rid of it”** was emphasizes especially in
the dissertation.

The signature of the great enlightener Ahmad bey Agaoglu (in all
his works until 1909, as well as in the newspaper “Irshad”, was written as
Ahmad bey Agayev. In the dissertation he was mentioned as “Agaoglu”
and a small number of articles about his life and activity were written
during the Soviet period. As an exception, in the book “Caravan of
Thought (Prominent Azerbaijani Critics and Literary Scholars)”
published in the 80s of the last century, we can indicate the portrait-essay
“Ahmad bey Agayev? by the well-known researcher Aziz Mirahmadov.
It should be noted that this essay is rich in interesting facts.

Attitudes towards Agaoglu changed after Azerbaijan regained its
independence in the late twentieth century. The idea that “For some
reason, we have learned little about this personality ‘“who was Azerbaijani
from head to foot”, we have promoted him less, and in many cases we
have not approached his works objectively, as a result, we have not been
able to tell many truths by taking a one-sided approach™, was accepted
in research not only as the idea of Kamal Talibzade, but also as the
confession of many research scholars who lived and worked during the
Soviet era.

1 Zeynalov N.N. Azarbaycan moatbuati tarixi: [2 cildds] / N.Zeynalov. — Baki: ADU, —
c.2.—1974.-s.56.

2 Mirohmadov ©.M. Ohmad boy Agayev. (Fikrin karvam (Gorkemli Azorbaycan
tongidgilori Vo adabiyyatsiinaslari) / ©.Mirshmadov, tort. ed., red. vo 6n s6z. miial:
El¢in. — Bak1: Yazigi, — 1984. —s. 81-95.

3 Talibzado K.A. Ohmod Agaoglu / — Baki: Azorbaycan jurnali, — 1989. Nel, —s. 24.
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As regards this outstanding personality, this dissertation refers to
the researches of the well-known literary scholars A.Mirahmadov,
K.Talibzade, Sh.Huseynov, V.Guliyev, Sh.Gurbanov, U.Huseynova,
L.Hajiyeva, M.Suleymanli and others. The mentioned research works
were evaluated as an important step in the study of Agaoglu’s rich
heritage.

As for the object of research of the dissertation, literary scholars
A.Zeynalzade, Sh.Valiyev, A.Bayramoglu and others in their scientific
articles covered the activities of the newspaper “Irshad” and its authors in
one way or another.

Basically, since the end of the last century, i.e. from the end of the
1980s, the attitude to the newspaper was changed, a number of scientific
articles have been dedicated to it. However, the role and services of
“Irshad” and its authors in the development of our literature have not
become the object of extensive research. Due to the fact that the
newspaper was kept out of research and analysis for many years, the
original works of art and literary translations submitted to this newspaper
were not thoroughly researched. In general, prior to this research, samples
of literature published in the newspaper “Irshad” were not analyzed as an
object of independent research.

Object and subject of research. The object of research includes
the newspaper “Irshad”, literary-artistic texts of various genres and
literary-critical materials published in its pages. The subject of the
research consists of articles, dissertations, monographs, etc. written about
A.Agaoglu, the founder of the newspaper “Irshad” and Azerbaijani
intellectuals gathered around the newspaper.

Purpose and objectives of the research: the extensive research of
the materials published in the newspaper “Irshad” from the viewpoints of
the problems related to the subject, artistic structure, style, idea and genre
in the background of the period of publication hereof, the aforementioned
materials were researched firstly in this dissertation in the history of
literary study. The multilayered activity of the newspaper was researched
in the dissertation, as well as its place in the history of our press was
determined. Taking all this into account, the following main tasks were
set in the research work entitled “Literary issues in the newspaper
“Irshad”:



- To determine the place of “Irshad” in our history, literature and
press in the early twentieth century;

- To study the historical, socio-political and literary environment of
the newspaper “Irshad”;

- To reveal the importance of researching the activities of the
newspaper in terms of studying the history of our press and literature;

- To clarify the role of the newspaper “Irshad” in the development
of art journalism;

- To determine the main directions of the literary struggle of
“Irshad”;

- To analyze and study the services rendered by the main authors
of the newspaper not only in the socio-political life of Azerbaijan, but
also in the literary and cultural environment and the articles published
about it in “Irshad”;

- To determine the topics and problems of artistic publicist articles,
columns, scenes, prose and poetry samples given in the pages of “Irshad”’;

- To study the genres, idea-artistic, literary-aesthetic features of
literary-artistic works published in the newspaper;

- To comment on examples of translated literature presented in the
newspaper “Irshad” and articles dedicated to them;

- To investigate the work done by the newspaper to protect the
purity of the mother tongue.

Methods of research. The historical principle is taken as a basis
while using the literary and theoretical criterion in the research paper.
Based on the historical-conceptual policy, the problems posed in the
literary materials were evaluated, and the method of comparison was
used.

In the dissertation, it was concluded that by studying the activities
of the newspaper “Irshad”, published in the early twentieth century, it is
possible to fully follow the literary process in general.

The full set of the newspaper and archival materials were widely
used to study the activity of the newspaper against the background of the
period, to study and analyze the literary and artistic samples, to determine
its place and services in the history of the Azerbaijani press.

The main provisions set for defense. In order to study the issues
of literature in the newspaper “lrshad”” and to copiously cover the topic,



it is planned to defend the following provisions:

- Historical, socio-cultural factors that led to the establishment of
the newspaper “Irshad”;

- The role of the author’s contingent in the richness of topics and
ideas of the newspaper, the definition of the sphere of influence of the
literary-cultural, social environment on the creativity of the authors;

- Clarification of literary issues in the context of history and
modernity in the newspaper “Irshad”’;

- Issues of research and analysis of classical literature in the
newspaper;

- The role of the newspaper “Irshad” in the development of
literature;

- Analysis of literary criticism in the newspaper;

- Determining the level of attitude to world literature and translated
works in the newspaper “Irshad”;

- Substantiation of the attitude to the issue of common Turkish
language in the newspaper “Irshad”;

- The study of the attitude to the problem of the mother tongue and
artistic style in the newspaper “Irshad”, the idea of the need to protect the
purity of the mother tongue;

Scientific novelty of the dissertation. As a result of the research,
the following scientific innovations were obtained:

- The research work on “Literary issues in the newspaper “Irshad”
is the first extensive research on the newspaper “Irshad” in Azerbaijan
literary criticism;

- Providing information about the history of the newspaper's
publication, its socio-political, historical environment, literary conditions,
the work of the most active authors is one of the main factors determining
the scientific novelty of the research;

- Although prominent socio-political figures, publicists, writers,
poets of Azerbaijan, who took an active part in the newspaper's activity,
and their artistic features are mentioned in separate researches, their
works in “Irshad” are mainly studied in this dissertation for the first time;

- The works of some publicists, poets and writers who appear in the
newspaper are generally studied in this dissertation for the first time;

- Identification of sources of topics and ideas of the newspaper



“Irshad”, influence on Azerbaijani literature, press, creativity of writers,
poets and publicists, etc. manifests itself in revelation;

- For the first time, the definition of the subject and problems of the
literary and artistic samples placed in the pages of the newspaper is
widely studied and analyzed;

- The dissertation deals with the activities of other media outlets
published in the native language at that time, their attitude to “Irshad”:

- The publishing language of “Irshad” is studied for the first time
in the research work. At the same time, the attitude to the native language
during the years of the newspaper's activity, as well as the study of literary
language problems are among the innovations revealed in the
dissertation;

These scientific innovations are the main features that distinguish
the dissertation work from other researches.

Theoretical and practical significance of the research: The
results of the research can be used in the researches on the history of
Azerbaijani literature and press in the early twentieth century, as well as
articles, dissertations and monographs on the life and work of a number
of prominent publicists, writers and poets who lived and worked in that
period. The dissertation can also be a useful resource for applicants,
bachelors and masters of higher education.

Approbation and application of research. Different chapters of
the dissertation were discussed at different times in the Department of
New Period Azerbaijani Literature of the Institute of Literature named
after Nizami Ganjavi of the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences.

The main results of the research are reflected in the articles
published in journals recommended by the Higher Attestation
Commission, as well as her speeches and reports at national and
international scientific conferences, as well as in the published materials
of those conferences.

Name of the organization where the dissertation work is
carried out: Institute of Literature named after Nizami Ganjavi of the
Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences, Department of New Period
Azerbaijan Literature.

The structure and total volume of the dissertation. The
“Introduction” of the dissertation work consists of 15314, main content



(Chapter I - 76676 — the first paragraph 39215, the second paragraph
37461,) the Chapter 1l - 135843 — the first paragraph 32148, the second
paragraph 81500, the third paragraph 22195), the Chapter 111 - 58486 —
the first paragraph — 22817, the second paragraph - 35669) and the
“Conclusion”- 5922.

The total volume of the dissertation is 292241 characters.

MAIN CONTENT OF THE WORK

The relevance and degree of development of the topic, its scientific
novelty, research methods, object and subject, goals and objectives,
theoretical and practical significance, approbation and structure of the
dissertation were identified in the “Introduction” in line with the
requirements of the Supreme Attestation Commission.

The first chapter, entitled “Historical socio-cultural factors that
led to the establishment of the newspaper “Irshad”, consists of two
paragraphs. In the first paragraph (“From the history of the publication
of the newspaper”), the activities of the newspaper are studied against
the background of important socio-political and cultural events of the
period. It was noted that the revolutionary events that took place in Tsarist
Russia in the first years of the twentieth century had a noteworthy
impression on the history of the peoples of its colony. The current
situation has led to the appearance of certain ideological currents and
political parties. In such a difficult period of history, as in social, political
and economic life, there was a revival in the cultural environment, and
new ways were sought in most areas of literature and art. At that time, on
October 17, 1905, the tsar signed a manifesto to protect his power.
Freedom of speech, press, and conscience were also reflected in the
October 17 manifesto, which promised a number of concessions.

A.Agaoglu regretted that the situation of the native people at the
time of these historical events was very deplorable: “Our situation is
miserable, we have no schools and madrassas, no science and no
literature and printing house. We, the Muslim tribe, who are ignorant of
the whole world, who do not know about the state, trade, art, agriculture,
works and inventions, are humiliated by others in terms of rights and
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authority.”

At the beginning of the 20th century, the Azerbaijani Turks were
testing by the history in order to get rid of the ignorance and misery they
were dragged through, to protect their national identity. At the same time,
the people, who condemned themselves to laziness and silence, were
building a wall in front of their bright future. M.A.Rasulzadeh expressed
this fact in his article “Terrible tomb ” as follows: As you know, this is not
an easy task. This path requires self-sacrifice. We need courage, courage
and zeal.”®

At a time when the socio-political climate in the countries occupied
by Tsarist Russia, which became the “cradle of revolutions”, was
changing, and there was a greater need for devotees to guide the people,
Agaoglu has named his newspaper as “Irshad”, i.e. “the one who guides
to the right path” and first of all, clarified his purpose and goal.

The newspaper “lrshad” was published under the slogan “Freedom,
Equality, Justice” following the slogan “Freedom, Equality, Justice” of
the great French revolution. This paragraph identifies the themes and
sources of ideas of the newspaper “Irshad”. It was noted that the purpose,
goal, work to be done by the newspaper “Irshad”, as well as the
requirements of the period of its emergence were announced in the first
issue of December 17, 1905 in the program-article “The profession (Way)
of our newspaper” as follows: “Thanks to his fists, he fell asleep and now
woke up, saw the caravan and his comrades gone, found ourselves alone
in the desert, and said to each other in amazement, “Why did we sleep so
much?” ... At work, the motto of our newspaper describes the same
situation. We will invite you to go as fast as you can to follow the
caravan.”®

The newspaper “lrshad” had regular columns such as “Baku
News”, “Karabakh News”, “Caucasus News”, “Domestic News”,
“Foreign News”, “Telegraph News”, “From Our Special
Correspondents” and others. The column “From our special
correspondent” contains information about the social, political, social,
economic and cultural situation in different regions of Azerbaijan. The

* Agayev ©.H. Bizo no lazimdir // “Irsad” qozeti, — 1906, 12 yanvar. —s. 1.
> 9min M. Dohsatli mabar // “Irsad” qozeti, — 1906, 21 iyul. —s. 2.
6 “Irsad”. Qozetomizin mosloki (Yolu) // “Irsad” gozeti, — 1905, 17 dekabr. —s. 2.
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newspaper has a daily circulation of 3,000-6,000. As literary scholar
A.Zeynalzade wrote: “In the first years, the number of subscribers from
different cities and villages of Azerbaijan, central and provincial cities of
Russia, Vladikavkaz, Siberia, Georgia, Dagestan, Central Asia, Iran,
Turkey, Egypt and other places was about a thousand.” /

It was noted in the dissertation that one of the issues that surprised
the researchers was how many issues of the newspaper “Irshad” were
published in general. Most historians of the press who wrote about this
newspaper noted that 536 issues of “Irshad” were published - 11 in 1905,
296 in 1906, 134 in 1907, and 95 in 1908. In our research, this idea does
not justify itself. It is true that 11 issues of “Irshad” were published in the
first year of its publication. However, the following year, on January 1,
1906, the new issue of the newspaper was written as the 12th issue, not
the first, and continued in this order. The last issue of that year, dated
December 31, was the 296th. It is also clear that in 1906, not 296, but 285
issues of the newspaper were published. As a result of the analysis, taking
into account that 134 issues were presented in 1907 and 95 issues in 1908,
it was determined that a total of 525 issues of “Irshad” were published.

This paragraph clarifies the reasons for the suspension of “Irshad™s
publication. The influence of U.Hajibeyli's topical satire “Tale® with the
pseudonym “Filankes” (so-and-so) published in the 95th issue dated June
25, 1908 on the closure of the newspaper was studied and it was
concluded that the root of the issue was deeper and more diverse.

The facts suggest that each of the very bold and even harshly
critical articles of various genres, which were regularly published in its
pages, could have led the Tsarist Censorship Office to ban the activities
of “Irshad”. The order of the Baku mayor to suspend the publication of
the newspaper: “Considering the harmful direction of the newspaper
“Irshad” published in Baku by Ahmad bey Agaoglu in the Tatar
language on June 24, 1908, the Baku mayor decided: In particular, the
publication of the above-mentioned “lrshad” newspaper should be

7 Zeynalzado A.D. “Irsad” qozetinin nosri tarixine dair. // - Baki: Azorbaycan Milli
Elmlor Akademiyasinin Xoborlori. 9dobiyyat, dil va incasonat seriyasi, — 2001, Ne 3-
4, —5s.63.

8 Filankos. Ordan-burdan. Nagil // “Irsad” gozeti, — 1908, 17 iyun. —s. 4.
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maintained during the entire period of emergency protection.”® During
its existence, the newspaper faced constant obstacles, financial hardships,
threats and pressures, slander of the denunciators, and pressure from the
Tsarist Censorship Office. However, despite all the difficulties, the
newspaper “Irshad” did not back down from its persuasion declared in
the first issue and did not hesitate to publish bold articles.

At the end of the paragraph, taking into account the great work
done by the authors of the newspaper for the homeland and the people,
and the unparalleled contribution to the spread of the idea of freedom and
independence, which later led to the establishment of the Azerbaijan
Demaocratic Republic, it was stated that the newspaper “Irshad” not only
played the role of a media outlet for the native nation, but also delivered
its message to the right addresses. The pages of this newspaper, by the
way, have become a platform for political, social, as well as the
development of culture, literature, the struggle for the protection of the
mother tongue. For these reasons, “Irshad” is of great importance today
as a newspaper that was an invaluable source of history of the native
nation.

The second paragraph is entitled “The author’s contingent of the
newspaper as one of the factors determining the richness of its topics
and ideas.” This paragraph defines the role of national intellectuals,
socio-political thinkers, and progressive writers who gathered around the
newspaper “Irshad” within 1905-1908 and fought for the freedom of the
people. It has been put forward and substantiated that many of their
articles published in the pages of “Irshad” deserve to be studied and
studied as serious examples of our literature, literary criticism, as well as
journalism. One of the important reasons is that most of the authors of the
newspaper are great figures of the twentieth century Azerbaijani
intelligentsia, literary thought, great nationalists.

It was noted in the dissertation that A. Agaoglu was not only the
editor-in-chief of this newspaper, but also that the name of “Irshad” was
closely connected with his signature. A. Mirahmedov wrote: “Ahmad bey
Agaoglu demonstrated in" Irshad "all his journalistic skills, knowledge of

% Zeynalzado A.D. “Irsad” qozetinin nosri tarixino dair. // — Baki: Azorbaycan Milli
Elmlor Akademiyasinin Xobarlori. ©dabiyyat, dil va incosonot seriyasi, - 2001. Ne 3-
4,-s.72.

13



oriental studies, the image of a political thinker”*°. In our opinion,
Agaoglu also demonstrated his patriotism and selflessness with his
activity in this newspaper. The newspaper “Irshad” was a wide
confirmation and embodiment of his public activity, nationalism and
diligence.

Analyzes show that the strength of a newspaper depends on the
number of signatures of its authors and its prestige in society.
Remembering the identities of those who contributed to the publication,
the essence, value and importance of the work done by “Irshad”” becomes
clear once again. In connection with this issue, the article “A brief review
of the Azerbaijani periodicals” written by a prominent publicist Firudin
bey Kocharli in 1906 was quoted as follows: “This newspaper is openly
following the development of public life, and in its pages, issues that are
more or less important in the lives of Russian Muslims are discussed
carefully and comprehensively. Published under the guidance of a good
staff and an experienced publicist such as Agaoglu, Irshad is the most
lively, informative and beautiful media outlet. This newspaper is openly
following the development of public life, and in its pages, issues that are
more or less important in the lives of Russian Muslims are discussed
carefully and comprehensively.”*!

In the research work, the activity of A.Agaoglu and other
prominent personalities, talented pen owners in this newspaper was
assessed as a part of their unparalleled services in protecting the rights of
the native people and defining their national identity.

It was noted in the paragraph that the main goal of many adherents
of the newspaper was to spread such light of enlightenment and culture
to the most remote villages of Azerbaijan, to save the people from the
whirlpool of illiteracy, ignorance and ignorance. It was concluded that by
studying in detail the activities of this newspaper and its authors, their
impact on our socio-political environment, worldview through “Irshad”,
their contribution to the development of our culture and literature, the

10 Mirshmadov ©.M. ©hmad bay Agaoglu / ©.Mirshmadov, nasrs haz. vs red.: Dilara
Oziz qiz1 Mirshmadova-Olizads. — Baki: Orgiinos, — 2014. —s. 86.

1 Kéeorli F.O. Secilmis osorlori. / Kogorli F., red. K.Talibzads, tort vo qeyd. miiol:
Kamal Talibzads vo Nadir Mommodov. — Baki: Azar.SSR Elmlor Akademiyyasi nosr.
- 1963, —s. 341.
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historical conditions of the first years of the twentieth century, political,
social, literary It is possible to study the cultural, socio-economic situation
in more depth.

Finally, it was concluded that in the first decade of the twentieth
century, as a result of the perseverance and self-sacrifice of intellectuals
in Azerbaijan, a change in socio-political thought instigated, attitudes to
social life began to change, work on the development of culture, literature
and enlightenment expanded. Among them, the services of the newspaper
“Irshad” and patriotic authors deserve special mention and appreciation.

The main provisions of the first chapter are highlighted in articles
published in scientific journals.!?

The second chapter of the research, entitled “Literary issues in the
context of history and modernity in the newspaper “Irshad” consists
of three paragraphs. The first paragraph (“Issues of research and
analysis of classical literature in the newspaper”), first of all, examines
and analyzes the attitude of the newspaper “Irshad” to the classical
literature, the views of the “Irshad” adherents on the classics of Eastern
and Western literature, the study of classical heritage. It has been pointed
out that adherents of the newspaper were very sensitive to important
issues such as attitudes and references. The analysis showed that the
owners of these outstanding pens were distinguished not only by their
own attitude to the works of Azerbaijani classics, but also to world
culture, ancient sciences, the art of speech, philosophy. In general, they
united the achievements of world civilization, classical Eastern and
Western culture and literature, which they consider a universal spiritual
treasure. Most of the adherents of the newspaper also approached national

12 “frsad” qozetinin tadgiqat tarixi // Baki Dovlot Universiteti, “Irsad” — 100” (“Irsad”
gozetinin 100 illik yubileyinos hasr olunmus elmi-praktik konfransin materiallart), —
Baki: — 16 dekabr, — 2006, — s. 43-47; “irsad” gazetinda tiirkgiilitkk masalalori // VII
Uluslararas1 Tirk Kiiltiirli, Sanati ve Kiiltiirel Mirasi Koruma sempozyumu/sanat
etkinlikleri, — Konya, Tiirkiye: — 15-16-17 may1s, — 2014, Materiallar kitab1, — Konya:
— 2016, —s. 417-426; 1905-1906-ci illords azerbaycanlilara qarst téradilmis qurginlar
(“Irsad” qozetinin materiallar1 asasinda) / XX osrdo tiirk-miisolman xalqlarma qarst
soyqirimlari, IV Beynalxalq elmi konfransin materiallari, — Lonkaran: — 22-27 aprel, —
2017, — s. 331-336; Ahmet bey Agaoglu yaraticiliginda tiirkgiiliik konular1 (“Irsad”
gazetesinin verilerine dayanilarak hazirlanmigtir), Uluslararasi Ankara Bilimsel
Arastirmalar kongresi, — Tiirkiye, Ankara: — 4-6 ekim — 2019, Tam metn kitabi, —
Ankara: — 2019, — s. 462-466.
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and cultural progress from this point of view. In the literary and social
thought of Azerbaijan, the pro-Western tendency has passed a certain
historical path before the publication of “Irshad”. Professor Vilayat
Guliyev wrote: “Starting from the first decades of the XIX century, the
relations of Azerbaijani literature with the world literary process began
to acquire new content and character. This was due not only to the
emergence of national literature on a global scale, but also to its
significant renewal in terms of form-content, genre-style, ideological-
worldview.” In the dissertation, the idea that the tendency towards the
West was expanding in the beginning of the XX century in the literary
and social thought of Azerbaijan was put forward. The adherents of the
newspaper commented on the progress of Europe at that time by giving
examples from the works and opinions of Western thinkers, as well as
clarified the concept of freedom, state and society in the Christian world
and the Islamic world. Analyzes have shown that in each of these issues,
A.Agaoglu, who was conscious of the characteristics, history, culture,
religion, philosophical views, socio-political assessments of many
countries and nations, as well as his homeland, was ahead of his
colleagues. Considering the revolutionary ideas established in France and
the determination shown in this direction as an example for his people,
Agaoglu analyzed the works of Jean-Jacques Russo, Voltaire, Diderot
and other French classics, as well as the newly formed free-spirited
literary figures. He considered the whole literature, which embodied real-
life events, social problems and spiritual feelings, to be the wealth of
mankind as a whole, and presented writers who opposed oppression,
slavery and subjugation as real heroes. A. Agaoglu wrote that
Montesquieu in his book “Ruhalgava” ... spreads the idea that there are
three types of government in the world; the first is tyranny, in such a
government all power is in the hands of one person; the second is
constitutionalism, in which judges, even though they are tyrants, make
laws and abide by them; the third is the republican government, in which
power is in the hands of the people.””**

13 Quliyev V.M. Azarbaycan filoloji fikri va rus adabi-ictimai miihiti (XIX asrin birinci
yarist) / V.Quliyev, elmi red.: Bakir Nobiyev. Baki: Ozan, — 2000, —s. 15.

14 Agayev, ©.H. Qosudarstvenni Duma (ya padsahliq sura) // “Irsad” qozeti, — 1906,
26 mart. —s. 2.
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Agaoglu was interesting not only in French life and its rich history
of revolutions, but also in Western and European literature and culture in
general, which began at an early age, continued throughout his career. In
the newspaper “lrshad”, he also systematically analyzed the socio-
political life of these countries in his journalistic articles. At the same
time, a number of reviews and correspondence with his friends are
remarkable in this regard.

The scholar notes that for most devotees of the newspaper, Western
progress was striking and looked-for due to the enlightenment and
freedom of thought in that society. In their writings, the appraisal of the
West and the criticism of the East are vividly mirrored. However, these
feelings do not reflect the anti-Eastern position, the disposition of
surrender, as well as attempts to romanticize the West. The devotees of
the newspaper, speaking from their time, considered it necessary to
follow the example of the West's development and benefit from its
scientific and technical accomplishments. Their efforts to direct the socio-
political thought, literary and cultural movement of Azerbaijan to the
West, as well as the common unity of Eastern and Western culture, were
commented in the dissertation, which emphasized the importance of
integration.

In general, the study is based on the principle of historicity. Another
important point was noted that in general, the newspaper “Irshad’ highly
appreciated the antiquity of Eastern moral and spiritual values, scientific
and philosophical views of Islam, humanism and human freedom. It was
also highlighted in this paragraph that in the years when “Irshad” was
published, there was no hesitation that the West was ahead of the East in
science, education, culture, press, health and other fields. This certainty
has been uttered in many different styles in the texts of many writers.
However, the followers of idea of the newspaper “Irshad” were not only
in favor of speaking from the perception of their time. They looked at the
path of world civilization as a whole and expansively, arguing with
historical facts that progress did not begin in the West. The dissertation
concludes that the authors of “Irshad” in the early twentieth century,
when questioning the reasons why the East lags behind the West in terms
of the development of science and technology, put forward very deep
points.
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The “Irshad” devotees considered it expected for classical
scientific-cultural and literary-artistic values to be grasped and enhanced
by different peoples. This issue was brought to the attention of readers by
A.Sur in his literary-historical researches as follows: “As far as is known,
nations have developed mainly by learning education and culture from
each other ... - It is already known that Western Christians received
today's culture from the Arabs. There was a time when the Nasra pashas
were educated in Andalusia. The Turks and Persians in the East also tried
to promote Arab culture. Didn't the Russian people get their primary
education from Western Europe? Didn't the modern Turks use the
enlightenment and culture of the France? "*°

The authors of the newspaper “Irshad” mentioned on the high
progress of Europe in the early twentieth century, citing examples from
the works and opinions of Western thinkers, as well as clarified the
concept of freedom, state and society in the Christian and the Islamic
world. The life and environment of Europe and Europeans attracted the
attention of the devotees of the newspaper in a positive way because
science and education were developing there, and people were able to
fight for their rights more actively and decisively.

As aresult of the research, it was noted that in general, the antiquity
of Eastern moral and spiritual values, scientific and philosophical views
of Islam, humanism, human freedom are highly valued in A. Agaoglu's
newspaper “Irshad”.

The devotees of the newspaper “Irshad” generally valued each
work and its author, which have educational price and moral values for
mankind, and meet the high necessities of literature. Consequently, the
classical poets of Azerbaijan, as well as prominent figures of world
literature, without discrimination between Firdovsi, Nasreddin Tusi,
Voltaire, Jean-Jacques Russo and others, regarded them as human beings.

The second paragraph of the second chapter of the dissertation is
entitled “The newspaper “Irshad” and the directions of development
of literature.” In this paragraph, literary and artistic examples published
in the newspaper “Irshad” are comprehensively studied. It was noted that
the socio-political events and revolutionary fluctuations that took place in
Russia and its colonies in the early twentieth century and played an

15 Sur, A. Sski Istanbul xammlar1 // “Irsad” qozeti, — 1906, 2 noyabr. —s. 4.
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important role in the destiny of the peoples had a great power on
literature, gave it a new spirit and revived it. As it was noted in the
newspaper, “the peoples living in Russia” tried to take advantage of the
decree issued by the emperor on October 17. It is observed in the previous
issues of “Irshad” that Azerbaijani intellectuals hoped to get their rights
from tsarism. M.A. Rasulzade expressed these feelings in his poem
“Freedom” (October 17). The author rejoiced that The author rejoiced
that “the Russian tsar has acted with limited rights.”*®

In order not to be spoiled by various sorrows,

Let there be mutual equality on all sides.”*’

The newspaper “Irshad” published small-scale literary and artistic
samples - stories, poems, feuilletons, scenes, miniatures and other genre
works, starting from A.Agaoglu's large-scale work such as “Hijra of
Kubra”. Among these works, which differ in terms of subject matter,
there are those that speak of both historical and modern events.
Regardless of the period or topic it covers, most of the poems, prose and
fiction published in “Irshad” have an educational value and are
instructive.

It was noted in the dissertation that the variety of styles and genres,
the richness of the subject make the literary and artistic samples of the
newspaper more decipherable. It is clinched that the common point that
hitches these works is that each of them reflects the feelings of concern,
apprehension for the future of the nation, as well as devotion and bigotry.
In the study, each of these ideas was analyzed and construed based on
examples.

The dissertation concludes that it cannot be said that each of the
literary and artistic samples published in this publication is professionally
written, meets the high requirements of literature, and is a perfect
example of art. However, taking into account the personality of many
authors, their brilliant talent and their exceptional services in our literature
and literary criticism, it was noted that for these reasons, real works of art
prevailed among the literary and artistic materials of “Irshad”.

Acquaintance with the literary and artistic samples of “Irshad” led
to the conclusion that the newspaper remained true to its purpose, the

16 R-zado, M.D. Hiirriyyat // “Irsad” gozeti, — 1905, 28 dekabr. —s. 2.
17 1bid, — p. 2.
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general problems, the importance of the national consciousness and
national awakening of the people were brought to the fore in the prose,
poetry and literary works presented in its pages. For this purpose, all
methods of literature were used, and most genres were addressed. Our
conclusion is that although not all the works published in the newspaper
can be considered artistically perfect, each of them has a high socio-
political position in terms of subject and content.

The third paragraph of the second chapter is entitled “Issues of
literary criticism in the newspaper.” One of the most real means to
stimulate the progress of a nation, perhaps the first, is how to use the
power of the word. Based on the research, it was stated that, according to
the newspaper’s authors, literature has a special place and services among
them. It was noted that although opinions were sometimes forked, most
of the authors of “Irshad” considered innovations in literature as the main
condition. For this reason, an issue raised by the poet and critic Abbas
Sahhat, which occupied the minds of all literary critics, was in line with
their views. Thus, in the first decade of the twentieth century, when the
problems of “old poetry” were discussed more sharply in literary
criticism, and new ways and rules of poetry were considered and ways
were sought - in 1905, the article “What should a new poem look like?”
by Abbas Sahhat was published in the newspaper “Hayat”. The author
wrote: “It is known that the poems and verses of our poet are not in
harmony with the natural state, so the reader is prone to hatred and does
not come to fruition. For example, likening a woman to a cypress tree, or
likening a lover's face to a moon, and likening his eyebrows and eyelashes
to an arrow.”*® This article has caused a great deal of controversy.

In this paragraph, it is generally concluded that this newspaper, in
addition to valuing the classics of Azerbaijani and world literature,
published new literary and artistic samples, as well as closely followed
the literary processes of the period.

This paragraph scrutinizes the development of Azerbaijani
literature as a whole and the attitude to many new works in the newspaper
“Irshad”. It was noted that, in general, in the twentieth century, more
progress has been observed in the development of Azerbaijani literature

18 Sohhet A. Segilmis asarlori / A.Sohhat, tort. ed., 6n s6z vo geyd. miial. fil. e.d., prof.
Kamal Talibzado. — Baki: Lider, — 2005, —s. 243.
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in a number of areas. This was primarily due to the mood of the time and
the challenge to revolutionary change. At that time, the development of
satirical style was especially noticeable in our literature. The spirit of
struggle, which has been clearly felt in Azerbaijani satirical poetry since
the 19th century, has entered a new stage in the 20th century.

The strengthening of critical-realist, satirical-enlightenment
tendencies in Azerbaijani literature in the early twentieth century should
be sought, first of all, in one of the most beautiful features of literature -
its ability to be as modern as it is based on ancient traditions. In those
years, the newspaper “Irshad”, which had a great reputation and unique
style among the media outlets published in Azerbaijan, respected the
achievements of Azerbaijani literature, which had come a long way. It
was noted in the paper that among the literary and artistic examples of
various genres published in the pages of the newspaper, there are those in
the classical style, but the main place is occupied by works of modern
times in terms of content, language and style. It was also noted that
“Irshad” was one of the newspapers in the early twentieth century, which
steadily placed examples of poetry in its pages. Researcher Vali Osmanov
rightly writes: The poem “Hiirriyet” (Freedom) came to the literature of
the time in the wings of hopes and dreams nurtured in the new century -
the twentieth century. Maybe that's why he is always dreaming. This
romantic synonym of the word freedom in the form of a dream has
entered the language of poetry.”*°

It can be said that poetic works played an important role in the
socio-political struggle of this newspaper. Most of them are works that
meet the requirements of “new poetry”. It is said that the revolution and
the spirit of struggle of the new century undoubtedly played a great role
here. The same should be said about “Irshad’s literary-publicist and
prose examples.

In the early twentieth century, the influence of Mirza Fatali
Akhundzade's work on Azerbaijani prose continued. However, a different
century had come with its political, social, and cultural scenery, and, as
in all spheres, new thinkers had appeared in Azerbaijani prose. Thanks to
them, Azerbaijani literature was enhanced with new works. In our

19 Osmanli V.M. Azorbaycan romantizmi [2 cildds] / V.Osmanli, red: Rafael
Hiiseynov. - Baki: Elm. —c. 1. — 2010, —s. 128.
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literature, which has remained faithful to the centuries-old tradition of
succession, new literary tendencies were also growing during the years
of Irshad's activity. In addition to enlightenment-satirical prose, critical-
realist prose also emerged as a leading line in our literature, which was
also the work of writers who came to literature after MFAkhundzade.

Literary critics of the time criticized the authors of such works in
the press, especially in newspapers and magazines such as “Hayat”,
“Irshad”, “Molla Nasreddin”, “Fuyuzat”, and identified the tasks ahead.
Professor Shamil Valiyev writes about the problems of poetry in the
literary criticism of Azerbaijan in the twentieth century: “The emergence
of newspapers and magazines such as "Hayat", “Irshad”, “Molla
Nasreddin”, “Fuyuzat”, on the one hand, led to the emergence of new
trends in the development of national critical and poetic thought; on the
other hand, this event had a strong effect on the withdrawal of the old
stereotypes fiom fiction.?°

The study notes that in addition to benefiting from the involvement
and achievements of Azerbaijani literature up to the time they lived, most
of the devotees had their own style and unigqueness.

It was also emphasized in the dissertation that the ideas about the
genres, ideological-artistic, literary-aesthetic features examples of poetry
published in the newspaper “Irshad” about its authors were published first
of all in this newspaper.

Hence, as a result of the research, it is clear that the newspaper
“Irshad” paid great attention and importance to the development of
literature, its appropriate performance of its duties. It is true that some
authors have reflected in their writings the errors they consider to be true.
However, in general, the work of this newspaper in the field of literary
criticism was extensive and rich.

The main provisions of this chapter are covered in articles
published in scientific journals and international conference
proceedings?L.

2 Vsliyev S.Q. (Korpiilii). “Fiiyuzat” adobi maktobi / S.Valiyev, elmi red. va 6n soz.
miiol: Kamal Talibzada. — Baki: Elm. — 1999, —s. 30.

2L “frsad” qozetinin adobi-badii asarlerinds “Molla Nosraddin™ anenalori // — Baki:
AMEA M Fiizuli adina ®lyazmalar Institutu, Filologiya mosalolori jurnali, — 2007. Ne
4, —s. 484-492; “Irsad” qozetinin sairlerindon - Tbrahim Tahir Musayev // — Baka:
AMEA M Fiizuli adina ®lyazmalar Institutu, Filologiya mosalolori jurnali, — 2007. Ne
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The third chapter of the dissertation, entitled “The problem of
literary translation and mother tongue in the newspaper “lrshad”
consists of two paragraphs. The first paragraph is entitled “Translations
from world literature and attitude towards them”. One of the
important issues to be addressed in the newspaper “Irshad” is the
expansion of Azerbaijani readers’ acquaintance with the world and its
integration into the world in the early twentieth century, both in the
political, social and cultural spheres. The dissertation mentions one of the
main reasons for this as the inclusion of translation activities in the
multifaceted work of writers who wrote various texts in the pages of the
newspaper “Irshad”. The authors of the newspaper “Irshad” have always
paid attention to the life and work of famous writers and poets who lived
in different centuries, in different countries, left their mark on the history
of literature, as well as their contemporaries. This gave the readers of
“Irshad” the opportunity to get acquainted with the processes taking place
in the world, the life, culture and literature of different peoples.

Materials translated from other languages and published in the

8, — s. 353-360; “Irsad” gozetinds poeziya masalolori // “Cagimizdan gdriinan orta
asrlor”, 1T Beynolxalq elmi konfransin materiallart — Baki: — 15-16 dekabr, — 2014, —
s. 583-593; “Irsad”’da dorc olunmus odobi-badii asorlords ermoni vandalizminin tosviri
mosalalori // 1 Beynolxalq tarixds soyqurimlar: faklar, realliglar, uydurmalar
simpozyumu. Tezislar kitabi. — Baki: — 2-3 aprel, — 2015, — s. 51-52. “Ohmad bay
Agaoglunun publisistikasinda dévriin aktual mesalalori (“Irsad” qozetinin materiallari
osasinda) // IV Uluslararasi Tirk Sanatlari, Tarihi ve Folkloru Kongresi Sanat
Etkinlikleri, — Konya-Tiirkiye: — 14-15 mayis, — 2015. Materiallar kitabi, — Konya: —
2016, —s. 669-677; EBpomna B Xya0>KeCTBEHHOM ImyOsinucTike Axmen 6eka Araoriy
(mo matepuanam razersl “Upman”) // - Kuis: “MoBa i KysbTypa” HayKOBE BUAAHHS. —
2016, rom IV (181), Beimyck 21, — ¢. 234-241; Ohmad bay Agaoglu vo onun “Hicrati-
Kiibra”asari // — Baki: Azorbaycan jurnali, — 2017. Ne 6, — s. 184-187; Irsad”
gazetesindeki siir ve Oykiilerde milli birlik sorunu, II Uluslararast Develi — Agik
Seyrani ve tiirk kiiltiirii kongresi, Tiirkiye, Develi: — 10-12 ekim — Tam metn kitabi, —
Develi: — 2019, s. 506-511; Motbu monbalorde adobiyyat: “Irsad” gezetinin nosr
niimunalarinds hayat hagigstlori vo badii gergoklik // — Baki: AMEA Moarkazi EImi
asarlar jurnali, Kitabxana va informasiya aragdirmalart. — 2019, —c. 1. Ne 1, —s. 84-
88; “Irsad” qozetindo odobi tongid mosalolori // — Baki: Pedagoji Universitetin
Xabarlori, Humanitar, ictimai vo pedaqoji-psixoloji seriyasi, — 2020. Ne 4, —s. 52-62;
“Irsad” gozetindo klassik adobiyyatin todgiqgi vo tohlili mosalalori / — Baki: AMEA
M .Fiizuli adina ©lyazmalar Institutu, Filologiya mosaloleri jurnal, — 2020. Ne 4, —s.
260-269.
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newspaper “lrshad” are divided into two parts in the presented scientific
work:

1. Articles of various genres on social, political, social, economic
and cultural topics;

2. Literary translations.

It was noted in the dissertation that the first ones were given more
space in the pages of this newspaper, and the reasons for this were
researched. It was concluded that, first of all, “Irshad” was not a purely
literary newspaper. Second, the newspaper was published at a time rich
in social, political, social, economic and cultural events. The authors, who
work for the progress, independence and prospects of Azerbaijan as real
intellectuals and citizens consider it important to be aware of important
events in the colonial countries of Tsarist Russia and the empire, as well
as in the world and to inform readers through the newspaper “Irshad”. For
this purpose, the newspaper showed serious interest in Europe, America,
the Middle East and the Far East, and provided information on
international life with reference to the Russian, French, English, Turkish
and Persian press. However, this newspaper was also a publishing house
that published literary works. This was confirmed by the fact that the
pages of the newspaper often featured original works of art and
periodically translated works of art from different languages. Through
these articles, the readers of the newspaper were able to get information
about the life and work of many famous foreign writers and poets.

When we look at the works selected for translation in the
newspaper “Irshad” and their authors in general, we first of all notice the
variety. Thus, the newspaper gives examples from both Eastern and
Western literature created at different times. The theme and idea of the
translated works were taken very seriously in “Irshad”. This direction has
been taken from the beginning of the newspaper's activity. Thus, one of
the first authors to be addressed is the poet Hafiz Shirazi, whom the East
gave to world literature. Moral values were promoted in the work
translated by M.A. Rasulzade from Persian into our language and
published in the newspaper under the title “Translation from Hafiz*?%:

“Mothers and daughters are at war,

I see all boys offended by their fathers.

22 R-zada, M.D. Hafizdon torciimo // “ Irsad” qozeti, — 1905, 23 dekabr. —s. 2-3.
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Brother has no mercy on his brother,

No compassion for the son, | see from his father

Hear the advice of [Hafiz], (Razi), go and do good,

This is advice, it is beautiful and I see it from the heart. 23

The research notes that in the early twentieth century, taking into
account the importance of literary translations, Azerbaijani intellectuals
also paid more attention to this area, and considered the translation and
publication of works inculcating spiritual values into our native language.
O.F. Nemanzade, who spoke about the problems in the press and book
publishing, wrote: “If it is not possible to replace the works we need now,
I think we need to pay more attention to translation. There are thousands
of books that need to be translated from Russian into Turkish.

... From today, our people hope for many translations and works
from our Russian-speaking intellectuals, especially our teachers.”**

The subject of most of the literary translations in “Irshad” is not
only instructive, but also important in terms of its harmony with the
social, political and social landscape of the time. The study concludes that
“Irshad” also remained true to its principles in matters of translation,
preferring to publish works that meet the interests of readers in terms of
ideas, content and mastery.

The authors of the newspaper “Irshad”, which is based on national
and universal values, aimed at shaping the worldview of society,
enlightening its contemporaries, understanding the ideals of freedom and
joining the struggle in this way, approached the translation issues from
this point of view. In this sense, the dissertation appreciates the
importance of translation materials published in the newspaper.

In the first decade of the twentieth century, one of the most
important issues in Azerbaijan was the problem of literary language,
which is considered one of the indicators of the nation's existence and
national identity. These issues are researched in the paragraph of the third
chapter of the dissertation entitled “Issues of mother tongue and artistic
style in the newspaper “Irshad”. It is noted that at the beginning of the
twentieth century, the language problem in Azerbaijan attracted attention
in various spheres of social, political and cultural life. The issue has

23 R-zada, M.D. Hafizdon torciimo // “ Irsad” qozeti, — 1905, 23 dekabr. — p. 2-3.
24 Nemanzado. Miisevvar Riistoam Vo Sohrab // “Irsad” qozeti, — 1908, 3 iyun. —s. 2.
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become so relevant that, as Kamal Talibzade wrote, since the beginning
of the century, the language issue has become a factor that unites many
different areas of socio-political and cultural life in Azerbaijan: “Neither
those who talk about politics, nor those who talk about economics, nor
those who write about culture, could not ignore this issue.”?

The problem of language has existed in Azerbaijan for a long time,
to be more precise, it arose in different periods of our turbulent history,
grew for certain reasons, and became one of the most discussed and
debated topics in the first decade of the twentieth century. Thus, at the
beginning of the twentieth century, the process of self-awareness in the
public life of Azerbaijan had a strong impact on the literary language. At
the same time, the language policy pursued by the tsarist regime for its
own interests put pressure on the national languages.

At such a time, most of our intellectuals were not indifferent to the
fate of their mother tongue. U.Hajibeyli, M.A.Sabir,
J.Mammadguluzade, M.A Rasulzade, N.Narimanov, O.F.Nemanzade
and other prominent writers selflessly fought for the purity of the
Azerbaijani language and its protection from foreign elements. The
media gave them ample opportunity to express their views at this point as
well. The dissertation examines the unique place and services of the
newspaper “Irshad” as one of the most influential newspapers of
Azerbaijan at that time. It is not correct to evaluate the newspaper
“Irshad™'s activity in this field only as conforming to the requirements of
the time of its publication. The reason is that the object of research is an
authoritative newspaper that appeared to shed light on the path of the
Turkish nation. In this sense, “Irshad”’s great attention to language issues,
such as the creation of a mother tongue, a literary language, a common
Turkish language, that is, an all-Turkic language, and other important
issues, speaks of deeper issues.

One of the main reasons for the general confusion in the language
of Azerbaijan in the first decade of the twentieth century and the urgency
of the issue of the mother tongue was the strong influence of foreign
culture and foreign languages in the thoughts and works of some of our
intellectuals who studied in other countries. Academician Tofig Hajiyev

%5 Talibzado, K.A. XX osr Azorbaycan odobi tongidi (1905-1917-ci illor) /
K.Talibzada. — Baki: Azarb. SSR EA, —1966. —s. 300.

26



also explained the disadvantages of having three tendencies in literary
language in the early twentieth century: “Those who spoil the purity of
the literary language do not stand on a single source, they are divided into
three parts, one group tends to the Arabic-Persian source, the second
group to the Ottoman-Turkish language, and the third group to the
Russian-European language.”?®

In the pages of the newspaper “Irshad”, those who tended to speak
a foreign language in exchange for contempt for their mother tongue were
sharply criticized. In 1906, S.M. Efendizade thought that the following
situation arose due to the language policy of tsarism: “It's not the fault of
these people that they despise their mother tongue, it's the fault of those
who forced us to look at our mother tongue with hatred from an early
age.”?’

However, the answers of Azerbaijani intellectuals to those who
despise their mother tongue were so harsh: ... a Turkish child will never
agree to betray his mother tongue.

Betrayal? Yes, betrayal. Not once, not a hundred times, a thousand
times! 28 .

The authors of the newspaper “Irshad”, like most nationalist
intellectuals of the time, saw the main cause of the problems faced by
Turks all over the world, the search for solutions, and their solution in
achieving unity. The idea that one of the most important steps to be
undertaken for this great goal is to create a common language was
welcomed in “Irshad”. However, those who welcomed the idea of a
single Turkish language also had difficulty reaching a consensus, as
Mirza Abdullah described in an article entitled "The Language
Question™: "No cure was found. Everyone is trying to keep their heads
down, to promote their thoughts, their sect, to complete and publish the
dialect they like.”?®

We come to the conclusion that every issue that stimulates the
protection and promotion of national identity has been important for this

26 Haciyev, T.I. XX asrin ovvallorinde Azorbaycan odebi dili / T.Hactyev, elmi red.
O.Bagirov. — Baki: — Maarif, — 2011. —s. 17-18.

27 Bfandizada, S.M. Ana dili barasinda // “irsad” qozeti, — 1906, 12 yanvar. —s. 2.

28 Nar. Ciima sohboti // “Irsad” qozeti, — 1906, 28 iyul. —s. 2-3.

29 Mirzo Abdullah. Dil mosalosi // “Irsad” qozeti, — 1906, 13 mart. —s. 3.
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newspaper. Consequently, “Irshad” has always kept the problems of
language and national language features among the most important
topics.

Taking into account all the above-mentioned points at the end of
the paragraph, it is concluded that “Irshad” is a very interesting source
not only for those who study the state of the Azerbaijani literary language
in the first years of the XX century, but also for researchers of those
periods of our language history. The articles left in the pages of the
newspaper about the language background and style of Azerbaijan in
those years allow us to get a comprehensive picture.

The problems of the third chapter have been studied in articles
published in various scientific journals.*

The concluding part of the dissertation shows the scientific and
theoretical conclusions obtained from the study conducted during the
research, that the examples of “Irshad”, whether literary, poetic or prose,
are mainly works of socio-political content, enlightenment. This is due to
the fact that the newspaper resonates with the period of its publication.
Restrictions on individual freedom, social inequality, unjust rules and
other problems have become the target of criticism in the literary and
artistic samples published in the newspaper “Irshad”. Freedom, equality,
brotherhood, peace and progress are glorified in these works as universal
feelings.

The authors of the newspaper “Irshad” came to the conclusion that
the way to national salvation is through the development of the culture
and education of the society. They have not overlooked this factor in their
literary writings. The propaganda of enlightenment ideas, the desire for
the rise of science and culture are widely expressed in the artistic samples
of the newspaper.

The diversity of styles, variety of genres, richness of topics made
the literary and artistic samples of the newspaper even more
understandable.

Bearing in mind that the newspaper is distributed not only in

30 “frsad” qozetindo bedii terciime mosalalori // — Baki: Azorbaycan jurnali. — 2019.
Ne7-8. — s. 180-184; “Irsad” qozetinds ana dili vo badii iislub mosalalori // — Bak:
AMEA M Fiizuli adina ®lyazmalar Institutu, Filologiya mosalolori jurnali, —2019. Ne
6, —s. 266-278.
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Azerbaijan and the territories of Tsarist Russia, but also in neighboring
countries, it is clear that the newspaper “Irshad” played an imperative role
in the promotion of our literature.

Taking a bold step into the Azerbaijani press as a beacon of
guidance to the people, “Irshad” has never backed down from its mission.
Throughout its activity, the newspaper faced great problems, but did not
change the way it came out, the issue, the position of the people, the
national interest has always been the main ideal.

The main content of the study is reflected in the following
publications:

1. “Irsad” qozetinin todgigat tarixi // Baki1 Dovlot Universiteti, “Irsad”
—100” (“Irsad” gozetinin 100 illik yubileyina hosr olunmus elmi-
praktik konfransin materiallar1), — Baki: — 16 dekabr, — 2006, — s.
43-47.

2. “Irsad” qozetinin odobi-badii osorlorinde “Molla Nosroddin”
onenalari // — Baki: AMEA M.Fiizuli adina Slyazmalar Institutu,
Filologiya masalalori jurnali, — 2007. Ne 4, —s. 484-492.

3. “Irsad” qozetinin sairlorindon - ibrahim Tahir Musayev // — Baki:
AMEA M Fiizuli adina ©lyazmalar Institutu, Filologiya masalolori
jurnali, —2007. Ne 8, —s. 353-360.

4. “Irsad” qozetindo tiirkgiiliik mosalalari / VIII Uluslararas1 Tiirk
Kiiltiirii, Sanat1 ve Kiiltiirel Miras1 Koruma sempozyumu/sanat
etkinlikleri, — Konya, Tirkiye: - 15-16-17 mayis, — 2014,
Materiallar kitabi, — Konya: — 2016, —s. 417-426.

5. “Irsad” qozetinds poeziya masoalalori // “Cagimizdan goriinen orta
asrlor”, IT Beynalxalg elmi konfransin materiallar1 — Baki: — 15-16
dekabr, — 2014, —s. 583-593

6. “Irsad”da dorc olunmus odobi-badii osorlordo ermoni vandaliz-
minin tasviri masalalari // | Beynolxalq tarixds soyqirimlar: faklar,
realliglar, uydurmalar simpozyumu. Tezislor kitabi. — Baki: — 2-3
aprel, — 2015, —s. 51-52.

7. “Ohmod boy Agaoglunun publisistikasinda dovriin - aktual
mosalolori  (“Irsad” qozetinin  materiallar1  osasinda) / IV
Uluslararas1 Tiirk Sanatlari, Tarihi ve Folkloru Kongresi Sanat
Etkinlikleri, — Konya-Tiirkiye: — 14-15 mayzis, — 2015. Materiallar
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

kitabi, — Konya, — 2016, —s. 669-677.

EBpona B Xy/10:KeCTBEHHOH ImyOnuuucTuKe Axmen 6exka Araority
(mo marepuanam razetsl “Upman™) / - Kuis: “Mosa i Kyasrypa”
HaykoBe BuanHs. — 2016, tom [V (181), Bemyck 21, —c. 234-241.
1905-1906-ci illordo azorbaycanlilara qarsi toradilmis qurginlar
(“Irsad” qozetinin materiallar1 asasinda) // XX asrdo tiirk-miisal-
man xalglarina garst soyqirimlari, IV Beynoalxalq elmi konfransin
materiallari, — Lonkoran: — 22-27 aprel, — 2017, —s. 331-336.
Ohmoad bay Agaoglu vo onun “Hicrati-Kiibra” asari // — Baki:
Azorbaycan jurnali. —2017. Ne 6, —s. 184-187.

“Irsad” qozetinds ana dili vo bodii {islub mosalolori // — Baka:
AMEA M _Fiizuli adina Olyazmalar Institutu, Filologiya masalolori
jurnali, — 2019. Ne 6, — S. 266-278.

“Irsad” qozetindo badii torciimo mosalalori // — Baki: Azarbaycan
jurnalt. — 2019. Ne7-8. —s. 180-184.

Ahmet bey Agaoglu yaraticiliginda tiirkgiiliik konular1 (“Irsad”
gazetesinin verilerine dayanilarak hazirlanmistir), Uluslararasi
Ankara Bilimsel Arastirmalar kongresi, — Tiirkiye, Ankara: — 4-6
ekim — 2019, Tam metn kitabi, — Ankara: — 2019, —s. 462-466.
[rsad” gazetesindeki siir ve oykiilerde milli birlik sorunu, II
Uluslararast Develi — Asik Seyrani ve tiirk kiiltiirii kongresi,
Tiirkiye, Develi: — 10-12 ekim — Tam metn kitabi, — Develi:, —
2019,-s. 506-511.

Moatbu monbolords odobiyyat: “Irsad” gezetinin nosr niimune-
lorinda hoyat hoagigotlori vo badii gergoklik // — Baki: AMEA
Morkozi EImi  osorlor jurnali. Kitabxana vo informasiya
aragdirmalari. — 2019, —cild. 1. Ne 1, —s. 84-88.

“Irsad” qgozetinds odobi tongid masalolori / — Baki: Pedaqgji
Universitetin Xaborlori, Humanitar, ictimai vo pedaqoji-psixoloji
seriyast, — 2020. Ne 4, - s. 52-62.

“Irsad” qozetinda klassik adabiyyatin tadgigi vo tohlili masalalori /
— Baki: AMEA M.Fiizuli adia Slyazmalar Institutu, Filologiya
masalalari jurnali, — 2020. Ne 4, —s. 260-269.
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